With the holiday’s here we love that you celebrate with your
loved ones. Here are some helpful hints and contact information to
make your visits very enjoyable.
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Please reserve party rooms in advance with the number attending.
For our Christmas party on Sunday, December 15 it is important that you
reserve tables if your family is attending. We will make every attempt to secure
you a table. Sometimes it’s necessary to share with others.
th

If your family would like to share Christmas dinner with you, we ask that
you have no more than 8 guests. If you have more than 8 we ask that you bring in
your own food.
Guest Meal Fees
 Breakfast - $3.00
 Lunch
- $4.00
 Supper - $3.00
 Sunday Lunch $5.00
 Holiday Lunch $8.00

Please contact Joan or Shannon for
private party room reservations
and/or the number in your party for
our special events.
321-7138

If you are paying by check, please make payable to St. Monica’s for the exact
amount. If you are making a cash payment, it would be helpful to have the exact
amount. You can also put it on your monthly billing, please contact Roberta with
your reservation details at 321-7130.
Thank you all for your cooperation in this matter. We love that you and your families
can dine together at St. Monica’s.

Useful Information
Web page www.stmonicasseniorliving.com
Like us on Facebook, see what our upcoming
events are, and view our latest pictures.
Call 262-321-7138 to receive a copy of our
Newsletter electronically

262-639-5050
Tweet with us at
Twitter.com/stmonica
Administrator:
Loretta Baxter RN, MBA

All beautiful the march of days,
As seasons come and go.
The hand that shaped the rose has
wrought
The crystal of the snow,
He sent the hoary frost of heav’n
The flowing waters sealed;
And laid a silent loveliness
On hill and wood and field.
Frances Whitmarsh Wile, 1911

Seasons have come and gone faster this year than ever, or so it seems.
Winter came a bit too early and fall was cut short. Now we enter into the month of
December, with December 1st being the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is that
special time of waiting, expectation, and an invitation to turn our hearts toward
Emmanuel, God with us.
Although this is a very busy and hectic time for most of us, we are
encouraged to get into an Advent spirit, by taking time for quiet and stillness to
prepare for the coming of God as a child - our Savior.
At St. Monica’s we wait for the Christmas decoration to go up, Carolers, the
special Christmas party, nice surprises, and visitors – maybe even one or two
special people we have not seen for a long time.
How do you feel when you wait, expect someone? Are you eager to wait for
and does the waiting put you in suspension?
Advent invites us to widen our hearts for the coming of that special child
that shows us that God is not somewhere far away but very close to us. He who
comes to walk with us, be it dark and difficult for us. For this Love we have to
prepare a way during this Advent Season.
We, Sr. Angelica, Sr. Clare Marie, Sr. Jana Anne, Sr. Vineeta, Sr. Karuna and
Rose Alice, pray that you may have a blessed Advent and a grace-filled, joyous
Christmas. May this “God with us” also be with you during this coming New
Year!

St. Monica’s Newest Community Member
Dolores Huntowski is a welcomed new addition to St.
Monica’s! She was born and raised on the southside of
Milwaukee, as one of 7 children. She was married to her
husband Michael, for 68 wonderful years. One of their favorite
past times was roller-skating together. They raised their family in St. Francis
where they lived for 62 years. They have three daughters who live nearby - Kathy,
Karen and Charlene (“Charlie”), 3 grandchildren - Danny, Nikki and Anthony,
and 2 great grandchildren - Harrison and Porter.
When Dolores wasn’t caring for her family she enjoyed sewing and quilting.
She also worked for Briggs & Stratton for 20 years and when she retired she
volunteered for the City of St. Francis registering people for election. Her husband
Michael was a professional musician and when he was playing with the band,
Dolores was playing bingo. You’ll find her at all our bingo games. Let’s all
welcome Dolores to St. Monica’s.

Religious Services
Catholic
Mass @ 8:30am every weekday morning, no Mass Saturday.
Sunday Mass @ 4:00pm
Confessions heard after Mass on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 9:00am

Our traditional Family Christmas Party is fast approaching. This
is always a great time for everyone to enjoy good company and good
cheer. We have heard that Santa Claus will be here. The fabulous Case
Carolers are also performing in their lavish costumes. We finish out the
program with the parade of cookies that our kitchen
staff have been busy baking for days. Their cookies look and smell amazing! Please
invite your family to join us in this wonderful event. Mark your calendar,
Sunday, Dec. 15th @ 1:00pm. If you plan on attending, please let Joan know the
number for table placement. You can call Joan at 321-7138 or email her at
jwindis@stmonicasseniorliving.com
Memory Care Family Support Group
With many new families joining our St.
Monica’s family we would like to share that we offer
a support group to family members caring for
someone with memory loss. These meetings are held
the first Tuesday of the month, from 6:00pm to
7:00pm in our Poppy Room. Our facilitator is Jo Ann
Brown from Hospice Alliance. She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW)
and has an advanced certification in hospice and palliative social work
(ACHPSW). She also is a member of the Academy of Certified Social Workers
(ACSW). Please contact Joan at 321-7138 or jwindis@stmonicasseniorliving.com if
you would like more information.

Caring Moments…

Anointing of the Sick will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 10:45am
“Mid-night mass” will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 6:00pm
Christmas Day Mass will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 25 at 8:30am
Other Services:
1st Thursday – Rev. Stephens, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer ELCA: 10:30am
2nd Thursday – George Kafer, Christ Church: 10:30am
3rd Thursday – Chaplain Terry: 10:30am
4th Thursday – Don Francis, North Point United Methodist: 10:30am
5th Thursday – Chaplain Terry: 10:30am

This beautiful baby girl was the belle of the
ball at a recent exercise class. She was there to
visit great grandma and her grandparents
volunteered to share this bundle of joy with
our community members. It is amazing what
a baby will do to the spirit in a building. Every
person who came in contact with this child smiled, laughed, and giggled. Life
was joyful and this little angel reminds of this lesson. It is these precious
moments that we live for. We truly are blessed with our community members
and their families who share themselves and enrich our lives.

Outing

December Birthdays!
Community Members
Staff Birthdays & Work Anniversary
Charles Miner 12/2
Helen Janos 12/5
Donald Marino 12/8
Delores Mahnke 12/11
Sondra Sinnett 12/11
Barbara Tracy 12/13
Frank Miller 12/20
Robert Jutrzonka 12/22
Ruth Baranowski 12/29

Coretta Collins 12/2
Jayne Rau 12/9
Lilianna Flores 12/13
Sarina Garibay 12/16
Cindy Ward 12/16
Laura Maldonado 12/17
Anne McConville 12/20
Susan Croak 12/21
Nicole Overstreet 12/24
Roberta Rogstad 12/29
Breona Rydholm 12/29
Tiffany Conhartowski 12/29
Tammy Peltz 12/30
Camille Fiore 12/30

Remember, it’s cold and flu season. Please, please cover your
coughs and sneezes. It is very important to wash your hands several
times a day, especially before and after each event and meal. Let the
nurses know if you don’t feel well and tell them your symptoms too.
Visitors – if you don’t feel well, and you need to be in the building, please put on a face
mask and sanitize your hands when you enter the building and several times during
your visit. Thank you.

12/18

12/18

Support Group at
St. Monicas.pdf

Many of you have noticed the beautiful photographs in our
upper hallway, they are the creation of Terri Waselchuk. Gardening
is Terri’s first love and she couples that love with her photography.
Terri has won awards for her photography, and over 200 of her
prints are displayed in local clinics and hospitals around the Racine
area and beyond. Some of you have requested to see more of her work and we are
pleased to announce that Terri is making her photographs into great greeting cards
that will be available for purchase. We will have the cards available at the front desk
as well as in our store.
The foot doctor will be visiting us on December 16th, from 9:00am
until late afternoon. This is a great service that we are proud to offer
our community members. Our caregivers will be on hand to remind
you of this and escort you there, if needed. The Doctor works out of
the beauty salon, located on the lower level next to the party room. If you are unsure as
to whether you should be seen, please contact Katia at 321-7133.

Favorite recipes, we all have them. Some jealously
guarded over the years as a family secret only to be passed down
through the generations. Some recipes gladly shared with anyone who
would like a copy. And, some forgotten until we go to the recipe box
and dust them off, remembering how good they were.
The other day we were sitting around and reminiscing about the holidays and
what foods were our favorites. The discussion went on to how the cooking tools have
changed a bit, but the art of baking cookies and homemade chocolate candy stayed
nearly the same. Most of our community members who baked learned at their mother’s
or grandmother’s knees. Rolling pins weren’t for decoration, but for doughs and pie
crusts rolled out by hand. From here we decided that we would collect favorite recipes
and host a baking party for our community members, where they could share their
favorite cookie recipes. We have been collecting recipes for weeks and will start baking
cookies on the 10th. Candy making will be held on the 11th. We’ll be sharing these
cookies throughout the month at our special events, please stop in and sample some.
Our shining star this month is Lois Nikl!
Lois has been part of the St. Monica’s community for 4 ½ years.
She is a soft spoken woman who enjoys her family, books and
television programs. You will always find Lois in a skirt and
blouse looking like she just stepped out of a fashion
magazine. Lois is good natured and kind hearted and, we really appreciate her good
humor. You’ll find Lois in the poppy room many afternoons playing cards or games.
She is a wonderful conversationalist. Please take some time to sit with Lois and get to
know her, you’ll find her delightful.

Special Events this month

Code Alert Pendant Protocol
Many of you are using the code alert pendant which allows
you to call for help with the push of a button if you fall, suspect a
medical problem, or need other assistance. Fast and efficient
communication is vital when caring for those in need;
especially in emergencies. Please do not push the pendant when needing an escort
to and from the dining room. The staff are well informed of who needs this
assistance.
The final big event for December is our New Year’s Eve
party. This year we have Charlie coming in to work his magic on
the piano while we sing along with our favorite songs. Put on your
party clothes as we’re positive you’ll enjoy this night. We would
like to invite all family members and friends to join us in this wonderful year end
celebration. The party is scheduled for December 31st at 6pm.

Our annual outing to see the Christmas lights at Jelly Stone
Park is fast approaching. We usually have a great turn out for this
outing, so it’s important to sign up early. Not only do we take our
bus, but we also have two to three cars and volunteers who will
assist to this magical light show. We are going on Dec. 5th at 5:30pm and anticipate
being back home by 7:00pm. The signup sheet is in the main living room otherwise
let Shannon or Joanie know.
Ohhh, we’re off to see the Wizard, the
wonderful Wizard of Oz…
The first 8 lucky people to sign up will be attend.
Tickets are $15.00 per person. Please sign up in the book
located in the living room to reserve your place. We are
attending the matinee show on Saturday, December 21st, at 2:00pm. We’ll leave here
around 1:15 and be home in time for supper. It is a very short drive to the Racine
Theatre Guild. This is a sold out show and we are delighted that we can offer this
outing to enjoy this classic musical. There will be a caregiver with us for any needed
assistance. Please see Joan or Shannon if you have any questions.

It’s official, St. Monica’s has been overtaken by Yuletide cheer. We have
been blessed with many Holiday specials this month.
Dec. 2:
Dec. 2:
Dec. 3:
Dec. 5:
Dec. 7:
Dec. 7:
Dec. 8:
Dec. 9:
Dec. 9:
Dec. 11:
Dec. 12:
Dec. 13:
Dec. 14:
Dec. 14:
Dec. 15:
Dec. 15:
Dec. 16:
Dec. 16:
Dec. 16:
Dec. 17:
Dec. 18:
Dec. 18:
Dec. 19:
Dec. 19:
Dec. 20:
Dec. 21:
Dec. 21:
Dec. 22:
Dec. 23:
Dec. 24:
Dec. 25:
Dec. 25:
Dec. 31:

Information Meeting with Santa, party room – 10:30am
Holiday Tunes with Terry, coffee area - 2:30pm
Douglas Diner Outing, please bring your own cash - 11:00am
Christmas Lights Outing, free – 5:45pm (Weather Permitting)
St. Rita’s Choir, living Room - 1:30
Kenosha Performing Arts Dancers, party room - 2:30pm
Anita’s Children piano recital, chapel – 1:30pm
Musical Bingo with Jan, party room – 1:00pm
Caroling with Marge, coffee area – 3:00pm
Wal-Mart Outing, please bring your cash to spend – 1:00pm
RAM on the Road, party room – 2:00pm
St. Rita’s School visits all day
Volunteer Center and Singing, coffee room – 10:00am
Jan T performs Christmas Specials, living room – 1:30pm
Santa Claus visits, living room - noon
FAMILY CHRISMAS PARTY, PARTY ROOM – 1:00pm
Olympia Brown holiday music, party room – 10:15am
Nondee Performs, Lower South Atrium – 2:15pm
RYS Orchestra performs, party room – 6:00pm
Beth’s Kids Recitals in Party Room – 10:00am
Living Light Church in Party Room – 10:30am
Rob Kroes Choir, Party Room – 6:00pm
Roosevelt Elementary Sings, Dining Room – 12:15pm
Park HS Choral Group, Lower Atrium – 1:00pm
Laverne Holiday Music and Happy Hour , coffee area – 2:00pm
Piano Recital with Monica, living room – 10:00pm
Wizard of Oz Production at RTG, sign up early – 1:00pm
Visioning a Greater Racine Choir with Jenny, party room – 1:00pm
Mike performs Holiday Music, living room – 2:30pm
Christmas Eve, “Midnight Mass” in the Chapel - 6:00pm
Merry Christmas – Mass at 8:30am
Jana Performs Christmas music, living room – 1:00pm
NYE’s Bash with Charlie in Party Room – 6pm

St. Monica’s Newest Community Member
Sylvia Martin came from her home at Fountain Hills to be
part of our community. She resides in apartment 50. Sylvia
was born and raised in Racine and graduated from Horlick
High School. She is a member of St. Paul’s Catholic Church.
Sylvia worked at Massey Harris Manufacturing as a secretary
until it was time to stay at home and be a full time mom.
Sylvia has three sons and one daughter, all of whom live within this area. She
also has seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren. She has been
widowed for two years. While her husband was living they enjoyed traveling
up north, and with his work they traveled throughout the states and to Hawaii.
Sylvia started playing the piano at a young age, and eventually taught
piano lessons. She remembers playing the piano for Sunday school, and says she
enjoys going to the St. Monica’s Protestant church service and hearing the
familiar church hymns being played on the organ. She was a dedicated bridge
player, playing every two weeks for at least 60 years. She also plays cribbage and
hearts, enjoys reading, and watching movies on tv, and attending group
activities here. Welcome to St. Monica’s, Sylvia!

St. Monica’s Newest Community Member
Judith (Judy) McGuire, room 4, has come from her condo on
Racine’s west side to be part of our community. Judy was born and
raised in Racine and graduated from Park High School. After
graduation she worked at Eitels Clothing Store for Women in
downtown Racine. She left there to become a teller at First National
Bank, a position she held until she got married and started her family. She and her
husband John, had four children, two sons and two daughters. One daughter lives
close by in Greendale, their sons now live in California, and the other daughter lives
in Chicago. Judy returned to Eitels to work part time after the children were grown,
but mostly she was busy participating in the events that evolved from her husband’s
career as teacher and coach at St. Catherine’s High School. St. Catherine’s later
honored her husband by naming the gymnasium after him. Judy loves dancing, jazz
music, enjoys reading and watching movies. While living in her condo she enjoyed
walking 2 miles per day. She is a member of St. Paul’s Catholic Church. Welcome to
St. Monica’s, Judy!

…and to all a Good Night…
Caught you Caring….
This month we caught Grant Sheldon performing
outstanding acts of kindness and empathy with our community
and staff members. Grant has been part of the St. Monica’s staff
for 7 years now. He started out in the kitchen in 2012 and
transferred to the nursing staff, where he holds a CNA position. Grant is
currently in school to earn his nursing license. Grant shared that life offers
challenges and it is very rewarding when he is able to use his skills.
In his spare time, Grant likes to play video games and does a lot of
studying. He has a cat and fish which keep him company. He likes to spend time
with his family.

Congratulations to Grant!

We are so appreciative of our staff and
volunteers who make such a difference in our
Community Members’ lives. We have sponsored
several new events this year, among them the car
show, sheepshead tournament, farmers market
and the craft fair. All with your assistance.
We have also hosted our regular “big” events such as dances, teas, summer picnics,
outings, and more. All of these and more could not be accomplished without the
support of our Racine Community. We wish to thank you all for your kind and
generous considerations this past year.
On behalf of the Sisters of St. Rita, our Board Members and the Staff of St.
Monica’s we wish you and your family a most blessed and joyous Holiday Season.

Sunday
1
8:30 Rosary
10:30 Craft club
12:00 Packer
football
1:00 Root Beer Floats
2:30 Visits with Sharon

8
8:30 Rosary
10:00 Balloon Blast with
Yeti
12:00 Packer football
1:30 Anita’s piano
recital
4:00 Mass

Monday
2
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Information
Meeting with Santa
1:00 Bowling
1:00 Poker Club
2:30 Prayer Shawl
2:30 Tunes w/Terry
5:30 Dominos
9
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Pop-Up Stories
10:30 Vets Club
1:00 Poker Club
1:Musical Bingo w/Jan
2:30 Prayer Shawl
3:00 Caroling w/Marge

15 Family Christmas
8:30 Rosary
12:00 Packer football
12:00 Santa Visits
1:00 Christmas Party
w/ the Case
Carolers
4:00 Mass

16 Foot Doctor Today
9:30 Exercise
10:15 Olympia Brown
1:00 Bowling League
1:00 Poker Club
2:15 Nondee Performs
2:30 Prayer Shawl
2:30 Stories w/Jessie
6:00 RYS Orchestra

22
8:30 Rosary
10:00 Kick Ball
1:00 VGR Choir
w/Jenny
2:00 Christmas Puzzles
4:00 Mass

23
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Faith Share
1:00 Bowling League
1:00 Poker Club
2:30 Prayer Shawl
2:30 Mike Performs
Holiday Music
7:15 Packer Football
30
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Faith Share
1:00 Putting
2:30 Prayer Shawl
3:00 Poker Club
5:30 Dominos Night

29
8:30 Rosary
10: Bean Bag Toss
12:00 Packer
Football
1:15 Word Games
4:00 Mass

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3 Home School Here
9:00 Confessions after
Mass
9:00 Painting
11:00 Douglas Diner
1:00 Bingo
2:30 Myrasized
3:30 Yahtzee

4
9:00 Sheepshead
9:30 Balloon Fun
10:30 Kerplunk
2:00 Hot Cocoa Social
6:00 Bingo with Kathi

5 St. Nicholas Day
9:00 Manicures
10:30 NonDenominational Church
1:00 Bingo
3:00 Chair Yoga w/ Grace
5:30 Christmas
Lights Outing

6
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Bible Stories
11:00 Piano/Jana
1:00 Current Events
2:30 Happy Hour w/Ken
3:00 Adoration

10
9:30 Painting Club
10:00 Baking
Time
–Cookies
10:30 Reminisce
1:00 Bingo
2:30 Myrasized
3:15 Puzzle Time
17
9:00 Painting Club
10:00 Beth’s Recitals
1:00 Bingo
2:30 Myrasized
3:30 Puzzle Time
6:00 Racine Choral
Society

11
9:00 Sheepshead
9:30 Balloon Fun
10:00 Candy Making
10:45 Anointing
of the sick
1: Wal-Mart Shopping
3:00 Hot Cocoa
6:00 Bingo with Kathi
18
9:00 Sheepshead
9:30 Balloon Fun
10:30 Living Light
Church Entertains
1:00 Hot cocoa social
3:00
6:00 Rob Kroes Choir

12
9:00 Manicures
10:30 NonDenominational Church
1:00 Bingo
2:00 RAM on the Road
3:Chair Yoga w/ Grace
5:45 Game night

13 St. Rita’s Visits
9:30 Exercise
10:15 Singing
11:30 Guests for Lunch
1:30 Holiday songs,
refreshments and
companionship
5:00ish Calvary Church
20
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Bible Stories
11:00 Piano/Jana
1:00 Manicures
2:00 Happy Hour w/
Laverne - Wine and
Cheese

24 Christmas Eve
9:00 Manicures
10:00 Kaffe Klutch
1:00 Bingo
2:30 Egg Nog Social
6:00 “Midnight”
Mass

25 Christmas Day

19
9:00 Manicures
10:30 NonDenominational Church
12:15 Roosevelt
Elementary Sings
1:00 Park HS Choral
1:00 Staff Party
3:00 Chair Yoga/Grace
6:00 Remember when
26
9:00
10:30 NonDenominational Church
1:00 Bingo
2:00 Cards
3:00 Chair Yoga/Grace
5:30 Game Night

31 New Year’s Eve
9:00 Manicures
10:30 Remember
When
1:00 Bingo
6: NYE’s
Bash

8:30 Mass
9:30 Sr. Clare
social
1:00 Jana performs
Christmas Special

December

27
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Bible Stories
11:00 Piano/Jana
1: Current Events
2:00 Bill performs &
Happy Hour

Saturday
7
9:30 Exercise
10:00 Volunteer Club for
Beading
1:30 St. Rita’s Choir
2:30 Kenosha Performing
Arts Dancers
4:00 Fatima Rosary
5:30 Movie and Snack
14
9:30 Chair Exercise w/
Sharon and friends
10:00 Christmas Songs
with Volunteer Center
1:30 Jan T performs
Christmas specials
21
9:30 Exercise
10:Piano Recital with
Monica
1:00 Bob & Mary Bingo
1:00 Wizard
of Oz Play
2:15 Coloring
w/ Kathy
6: Hallmark Christmas
28
9:30 Exercise
10:30 Name 5
1:00 Kerplunk
5:30 Movie and Snack
Time

Daily

Anytime Activities

8:30 Mass
9:00 Coffee
10:30 General Store
4:00 Rosary
6:00 Cards

Dakim Computer
Puzzle Making
Libraries
Internet
Music

